Finth Letter Conttes, L.Jd.C. Franos
18 July 1918

Dear Femily:

*Buginess ms usual dusing Literationc® - that im about where we
ere just mow, We o»d & norfol ntorm here nigh® before last and
1t blew down all the *¥" tente in thio part of the country,ours
included. My word! it wos some wind! 1 was amakened from
dreuming of huge Waven on & 8ea beach to find the trees before my
window rocking and shrinking, wnile the lightning was incesaant.
Yoz oan guess how long it took me to cloee the window,
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the storm and got out of bed to cloea the tent wind

wind made it impossible to budge one 8C N8 calaly went back to
bed. Just me he got there, tnere woa & nrash and & sigh and the
big tent sat down, upsetting the pians end srashing some of ita
beans on the way. Luckily the bed ia aslways get up in the open
space betwecn the high shelves and high counter reither of which
were injursd, oo that Mr. Ihine was perfectly protected and slept
through tins rest of the night in & litils tent inetead of & big
one. It must have been pretty dramatic though, &t one minute

& sense of space, even though absolutely bleck epace, at the next,
blackness of wrackage and pressure.

Next morning they rolled up the camvan snd cleared out the props.
It's going to toke gevoral daye to get 1t all set up again. In
ihe meantime Marje and I are entirely oo our job and we @erve
punch, chocclate, lemcnede erd corkies * & jes balles stoiles®

¥s hai! rather hard luck yegrecrday for it was g0 oiring hot that we
kept having thunderstorms. We had te cook between showara, It
wouldn't have boen difficult if we'd hed the enelter of the tent
but without that it wao == well it was certalinly emieing. Eg-
pecinlly as we'd hed guch & Tun vn plach She night before that our
boilod ®ater bad given cuf snd iyt pretty difficult to get water
which you boil in the morninge cool ancugh to be refreshing by the
pame aveni when there's nct o plece of ine wi%bin 18 miles.
Morie rose to the emergency splendidly and ptocd tig bottles of
water in jars of freah well wuter, etc. until iv "As Tewlly cool.
Ana taen, & half heour after ve opcrned uhed ancther big etorm blew
up and drove &ll cur goldierc away! Fell, it means that we've
g1l that stuff for use this evening instead, eo @e Wers free to
turn our hands to other thange this morning and Marie ghowad me
how to make fascinating cukes - & paste with jam ineide. Taey're
really jum turnovers and ure Very good. Wher We get our other
oven (D.V.} and & few other tninge we!ll be able to meke & xood
deal more. We turned cut only 48 this morning but they're quite
big and one will go a long way., “Honey Moons® we're golng to
cull them.

I've never seen anything much jovelier then that 8 o'clock 8torm
last night. It was black all ubout ue but the sun broke through
beneath the cloude and turned golden & Tield of rye where the
peasants in red ceps Tere Hurrylng in the greln. Can you ses
that? Bheer gold against o atorm oloud beckground, oF rather
one golden epot in & black landscape.



