15 July 1918
Contres
Dearedt Father: {fire it thru France)

My second batch of mail has arrived. You don't know how exciting
that stuterent is! Agein two letters from you and cme from Anne,
but your enclogures brought it up to & real Christmas stocking. The
day sny one of us gets hezme euil, here, is & kind of & spree, and
everyone alse is envious,

Lots of nicd thinge have toen happening lately. I've got o lemon
ogueezer st last, mnd, evan moTre wonderful, & real meat grinder,so
that we make fruit punch now in about half the time it used to take,
And the eide posts of my kitchen huve raftera gonnecting them now,
and even & few ponrds over the top for & foundation for the tar
paper Toof. Almc the otovepipe is bigh encugh now, and I've been
promised another oven. Alsoc I've been sble to get some flour-you
ckn't upually buy it uver uere at all, but a few friendly sergeants
cun do & lot. The most encoursging thing of all is my new woman.
ghe is a French woman, not & Belglan wo I wrote in my last letter.

1 keep my fingers croseed and knock wood continuelly and 'pﬂEuiMe
the Little Green Geds in every poosible way—-I1'z so afraid I'11 find
a wasp in the houey. Go far taners's not the hint of cne. Marie in
intelligent, efficlent, and more than obliging. Bhe lived within
a eiles or two of the Germun lines for four yeara snd guve six out of
ner peven rocme to Englioh officers, for whom she also kept & mess.
Bhe uned to make scup and thingoard take them in & baby oarriage

and & whesl barrew right up to the trenches. All the houses Around
bers are in ruine but hers still stands- or rather, stood when ahe
lost heard. Her husband is etill in the nouse, but Marie had to
leave because of the gao atiecks, She and her enildren were gassed-
I think= anyway the 1e fmmily hoad to clewr ocut, and out of seven
women in ons ambulance only two 1ived until the end of the journey.
They were Marie's sister and niece, Who are both hero now. L]
sister is 8till too sick to work, but the nlece is going to help in
our other "Y". guzanne {8 Murie's nlmtg ehild, & pwoet intelli-
gent 1ittle girl of mbout 124,  Then shilthrec =ore who died,

Piprrs and Jean are nondescript 1little chaps, and Antolnette is not
?uiu & year old yet- borm in the osllar under constant bombardment.
t used to be & prosperous fa=ily; Mario's perents kept some kind

of & store and hud & servant; now they baven't encugh to eat end
huve to beg clothes from the Red Croes. It EO!I hard with Marie,
Ehe's self-respecting and hatee to take charity. 0f gourse this i
different, but it hurte her just the paze, ghe leaped at the chance
we gave her for work mnd saye she is Leppy in it, Sne knowa all

kin of useful thinge. BShe's going to shov me how to mAke Bome Very
simple 1ittle cakes ber soldiera uesd to 1ike, und she's full of ideas
ms to how to improve our kitchen. I wes golng to got & pipe or make
& trough of boards to carry our waste wate- tie fiftean feet to the
big hole we have for it, but Harie suggeoterd & trench instead and got
a plckaxe to break the uard ground, Bhe pickexed and I shovelled and
now wa'ra all fixed up with & kitohen eink with slmost running mater.
The sink proper ie three heavy TDoxes neiled together,quite near the
stove oo it ien't any trouble to dip het water from it, and it is
even less to pour the used up water intc the trench- and there you are!
Fe've gradusted the trench so that it rups right down into the hole.
The wuter problem is m difficult ome- we boil every drop we use,and



