Ho.6 & July 1918

Dearest Father:

For the firet and probebly the last time in my
cantesn existence I have an evening off, & real chance to Write a
decent letter. My! thie is luxary! 1'm sitting at oy window
in the cool of the evening looking out on the lmet of the sunset
screened by big quiet treos, and I've a olear conaclence about taking
the time off, You see 1've practically moved cut from the village
eantgen, and I don't opsn the grove until tomorrow, so there's
ust this breathing gpace betwesn, Considering that . l'va spant.

y getting together the materials for 133 gallons of lemonade for
the Glorious Fourth, perhaps a breathing spece is not altogether
unallowmable. It's not really lemonade, that's too expensive, it's
prune and apple and lemon juice all mixed up together. One of the
mess aergeants cocked the fruit for me today, and he sgorched the
prunes. I'm hoping when it's suffliciently diluted it wont be bad,
but I'm awfully sorry ambout it. I'm counting on 33 gallons of
undiluted juice, but I think I have more, eome order. You'll all
lie right down and die in rowe when I tell you what I've just been
doing. Teaching Fremch ! ! You sece lots of the men don't even
know what "Nen,Non" means, and are perfectly helpless when it comes
to aeking for food or wasbing or anything. 1 got a big blackboard
(1iterally » blackboard for it is sizply & board painted Vlack) and
wrote about three sbort sentences on it. "Do you take in 'l'llhl:n!"
"Thia 1o not =y wash® "1 would like sozme potatoes and two ogge
1 put the blackboard againet a tree and 20 or 30 =zen gathered arcund
It was the shyeet clase I've ever taught and the moot amueing. L
hed a grand tise, 1 hops they did. It lasted only about 30 minutes
end aftermards I notioed o good many gather smround the board (I left
it oo purpooe) and copy the eentences. A lot of them came to =8
aftervards and asked how to say "Good Night® and "1 don't understand
French® esto, I do bope 1%t be & go. It ie Dot only that I want to
belp them with their French, but also it's such & good way of getting
them to talk.

I1've been here five days moew and lote of the men are becoming in-
dividusle, but lete and lots and lots have arrived very recently
and are still just a mase. It's lots of fun to mest them in the
atreet, I catch so many different expressione, Gome ekare right
ahead unconcernsdly but sost of them show some cognizance of my
passing. Soms leck shy, but when I omile or apeak, & grin flashes
cut and it's easy to see they've been walting for it, some lock
sxpoctant, some curicus, seme fa=ilinr, I'm eo afraid of getting a
sterectyped smile, but Wwhen every man; woman &nd child in the village
tells you"geod evening® as well ms all the soldiera - and you can't
move two steps without meseting somebody - it's difficult not to.
Evan in thess few days it's possible to tell the difference Detween
ths old and mew men. The old all look friendly, the new shy and
curicue.

I've besn the only American woman in town until ton t, but twe
more arrived tonight, so we cught to get going in full blast very
BOOn.

1 gent my laet letter from the Y.M.C.A. Headquartera for thie
divieion. 1 guesa I'1l go back to that night and tell up.



