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Tas costuses nearly findshed mal You sea this littls town is

80 Drizitive taat 1 #as afrald of sugcesting codezn pessants

if T weed sons taings, Theresa walista and strips of burlapa

for lagaing #ould hava & silitary connotatisn, Luskily I was
ablz to g:t lots of burlap - good aed dirty too - end ¥e nunted up
som® dull brown atwlff =nd some good sresn, I get two of =y
da=phards sattlsd the day Wefore and the taird by five o'slook
Carletzas afterscon, but I couldn't sea Joseph until 15 minutes 2
bafors tas ourtain was dus to go up. Toen in tha inapiration

of desparction T thares thinogs 4t him and pinned the=m om amd I'm
blossed if ois sostume wasn't avout tas most affestivs of the lot!

I %as lucky in baving man who Aooked their parts; a0 tha
contumes waren't as all important as toough I'd had to try to make
little girls into midile agad shepharda. But I'm not apologlzing
I'm pratty senosited about the apectacular side of thut play =
:T:tp%n::;a: wara really good Tio firet rebeirsal was on the

nE ==

Of sourse comeaing took a lot of my time, but there were
calnks, I made frisada wits toe t#0 school-tesohere here and they
and t¥o friands ospe to my rood and spent bours verifying my liet
of pressnts, maxing surs each 03ild sould get something mppropriste
and marking each toy with a mess, Cosling bad tied up each toy
and Woen, lete Christess Eve aftarnoon wa got panieky, ‘fearing
unexpsotesd children =ight turn up and be diespgointed, the asast
Lama walked all the way into £t, Aignsn Dougnt acout 50 extra toys
and walead ail the way back, It we becauss of inetanoe after Tl |
lg?mc of good will suos &8 that toat we wers able to puli 1t all
@) .

Tas ¥ notified us taat we zere to give 3.35 france worth of

etuff to anoh man for Caristeas ¥a could have nad a4 1line and
Zanded out tae pan #, but that sesced sc mefully iepersonal and
eold. S0 for taa. avaninga bafore Christaas ocur billet =as

epen, With 4 lantern at tos gats to goom tas Way, We aad A ®mood
firs blazing 47 tae firaplass and o string tied .anrogs for tos
atozklngs, . We sovered tas mantel place with mistlatee, aolly and
toya ocandles and pulled a coneh in front of the fire and set a
olg taole full of toye in ons gorner. It ¥WaA just as Christzasy
&nd jolly as could ba,

Tae fellows 2ams by onos and dozens, I was surprised to
realize bow muck they anjoved 1t. I haven't pung up ey stocking
in ten years thev'l sap - and oftem -"1 got socething to #rite
aca 3 soout pos, Taey adoTed ths toYys. Thare wvara a fow
woolly lasbs that sguesked and the boye played with taoee until 1
Faougat tae shildren would never get them. Tin horna and awords
taey loved too.

1 wook down etring after string of socks — of them .
Tas ones ‘that touohsd me moet wors taose that wera o - .
som? Teally #at]! The bovs Bad been so anxious that they shoul
b2 slean,

Fowsler, ones of our eteadies, brought & huge ced stooking
B20ut tarea feet long - all made of flowery oanton flannsl, Wa
laft that up all evening and it caussd mush acuscmont,

Chrigteas Eve Tas a busy day in our 1ittle billat. Tase
aall ras ussd for rebearsals all day lopg. F.T'm room was turned into
b pagking dspariment and a kalf dogzen boys fillad socks all day, My
Toom 18 larger so ®e divided it into two, Cowling and the ssaat
1ittle Frassh sabool mistressss worksd over the toys on ona side,
walls a corzowed sewing sachins and a heep of matarial soatterad
over to: oed marked off the costuma dspartmant, on the otagr.

In the =eentiee, a day or two befors tha supply company
bad lent me %22 caxlonmette and I'd carted out enough lusber from
+tae ¥ to ma'e & exsll stage I say I because the only ®ay to
@2t anytaing ovar here ia to go ait on what you want, Tou oan
navar raly on anyone's prosisa to bring anything. Comathing alwaye
breaks down somewiere unless ¥ou do 1t yourself! = but we got the
lymaar, And toen Togen end I drev plans and diecussed mathods,
and by Carlstzas Day he'd made me the darlingeat littls folding
ataga, It 19 only five faet dasp and 8 feet long, cut tha asides
&re V soaped so tae front ie about 1% feet long. It eits on
22w norsse 18 ipohas High - 4t Joulintt Be highsr o7 Ehe nwrls
would it the top of %he tint. Tea gupport poate {1: 37 pon
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