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Daarast Family:

Whare did I lsave offT Just when I ocame home from
Tours wasn't 1&7 I'll go on from toeara anyway. That 1a, T will
if T oan stralghten it all out - the next five days werse so jammed
taat taey'rTs more or less a confused #birl in my mind,

A8 I wrote, my test of wosthar to put on the wholae
Coristmas prograzme or not was bow F.T. bad got on during my abeaendce
Pall, 1 came 2ome to find a very amusing etata of affairs. On the
steamer ooming over, ahe had mat 4 man — also ¥ - who had sade the
trip & pratty exolting ona for har, Taey'd pluyed together in
Paria too, and toen ne was sent to Italy and she here, How he
evar worked it I don't know, but the morning before I left a knook
cama at the door and there be was! He'd come for & day but when
I got bask he was still here, and o anxious to help (so's to be
sllowsd %o atay I think )} tbat everything bad gone ~wigalngly. F.T.
has lota of goog memas, She was awfully g to @se him, parscn-
&lly, but; couldn't guite get over bis lying down on his own job
juat to maa har, @0 I'va Aan idea he put his own chansesa of gatting
har considarably back by Wﬂngﬂ. However, Wwa kept him ovem ' 1
Carieteas, and oe ¥Was & great help, He took the prinoipal part
in my play znd wads ﬁtnuf genarally useful,------

Interrupted just tneTe DY & hurry call from the
tant. A soldier, just over the Flu, who wouldn't admit he felt
badly because he was afraid of being loft bebind when the Division
movas out, took an elght mile “iks this worning and collapassd in

froat of ths tant, I gave Bim brandy and s to the umm Ty

for halp., Yord ocame back they couldn't ba bothared. Go

I'm sorry 4f you don't like"Gosh®™ but nothing slee expresses lt,
1 want up to the hospital as fast as I oould put it and found the
Captain in obarge. He sald he'd reocelved the meassge but didn't
think it neosssary to do anything. Wall - = I'm not sure ﬂi‘aa
naat I said, but anyway I eald it, Ita the third instanos o

rank aatl'va known of from this same doctor. Hia whold mtti-
tude i@ toat a sick soldier ie faking — unlesa he happens to die.
T didntt any a whola lot that T wanted to, but I guses I got off
enouga 0 maks =yaslf pratty unpopular, Howevar the dooter oamo
at onoa to toe Y. He eaid he had no place for the man in toe
bdepital, I resmarked that pretty nearly any roos would be better
than an unheatesd tent, He eaid thers was no way of getting him
taere, I gontly suggeated toat the table upon whioh &e was lying
would wake an axosllant stretcher, Finally the poor fallow got
to toe nospital — Low he'll be treated I dom't know, Anybow I
faal batter! Tha can'treponatrata, the offigera don't. I
guess I rather took advantage of my sex, I hope it did him good.

tiow 1'11 come back to =y muttons - my A.F.0.L.
bimak lhaug. Waen I found everything going sc wall I deoclided
to throw tos throttls to full stesm ahead, and go to it. I took
an avening off and finiehed ths play. Captain Grant bad it Sype—
written for me and I got the cast Torking on the firet soene a
whole day befora T bad any idea just how the second was going to end,
It was difficult to get the ocast, Almcat anyone will be wiiling
to make & fool of himsslf, but =mighty few want to stand up before
taeir fellow men in a serious part, I fell back on my Blble cluse
T#o af thsm were kson about 4%, And I sorapsd uUp anothier saspoerd
from toe Poat Offiae. After 1'd ohosen my men thelr ocaptaine

ralisved tham from duty and detailed tas= to ma, i It d'd
tizkle my sense of humor to have soldiera detalled to act & .
Caristmas play! 4

And oh my! how poor those rehearasln #ore.
1 comched mnd comphed, interpreted parts, showsd motioma, trisa ta
give tnsm the fesl of 1t &ll, but 1%t was disoouraging work. moeae
morning of the B4th two of thsm still didn't know their linea ond
one soulda't pronsunss proparly even thoss he 4id know, Taan yoa
have to choost your astors osomass of thelr Toligipue sonvictions
rather than any aistrionic mollity — =wall! they may be gcod %o
tamdir mothers, but ite hard on tha coagh, Tee play Lteelfl =as
very simple — 1t tock only tvanty minutes to ast. THg gcesace =
the gonventional ones = toe hillside with tha abepherds &rd She
angal, and the stadls at Estaledes You san easlly imagine 1t.
I wasn't making an =ffort to Do ssartling, all I Wantad wne
Ziva tns boya both eides of Trrly. us - Banta Clina end kurrai. boye
in the afternocon and tas Blols 400y al rigae 2



