Lettar No.37 25th Hovewoner 1518,

Deamreat Father:

I know ite apout ten duye since I've written, but
events are moving rapidly and supplies slowly 8o mYy nands have
been more than full.

With the reawlizetion of our greatsst hope has come,
appurently, the downfall of wll leseer ones.  There will,probably

be troops here as long as troopn are uﬁmlp. IO L i
seatly Incfeagad ﬁungui’i:!bu?';f%; as, 1 think, vaniehed inte

thin wir, and I've given up expecting that helper promiosd ma no
long ege. There's too great nesd of her cleewners., Wo're opening
new ¥'s in nll sorte of places mnd every sblebodied person Will
bave to pretend she's twina - if not triplets. I dem't mind ac
euch theugh for I'm feeling very fit and seem to have got sy second
wind, Anpd after all you can #nly do what you % do, so I suppose
1 cught not worry over the rest - only I do ¥ant teo do soc such morel

We're serving about thirty gallens of chocolats
avery night now, sometimes more; thats easy, what troubles me moat
is to provide eatablea with it., The cases of sweet crackers and
packages of cakes have given ocut completely; a0 whatever we merve
hes to be made. Every other day we get bread from the quarter—
magter and make jum eandwiches. Thet ie, we get it when we do
get 4t, Thers are so g!gy_ troopa to be ind now that socme dayas
they have to out out the suppliea. And its = problem bow to
make other things for we've 1little butter substitute,very little
a':ﬁu.r and no egge, and flour is bazd to get. Beveral tizes we've -
rade deughmuts - wbout 70 dozen last time — wnd once,in despair,

1 regorted to honoymoons, but after four houre work could fturn ocut
lega than 190, and couldn't cook those becages e¥en wouldn't get
hot. Wa carried them over to Headquarters kitchen wnd baked them
thers, but after all it was an economic Waete bacause alfter all that
work only 60 or 70 men got the pleasura (they weze goed!)

last wac:-the ¥ warshouss turned over %o ma seWeral
crutes of pponge cuke cookiws that had crumbled and weren't sslable.
1 went back to "Hand grenmades® and they're tresendously popular,
but they require mors sugdr thun I can afford to use. I turned
out ebout 350 vesterday after four hours work., That was better than
the honeymeons, and if it weren't for the sugwr guestion they would
solve the problem for & while,

Toserrow I'm going to try soda biscuite. Bplit,
with & jams filling, they'd be fine. Ite all & question of making
the oven behave, but Donald has promised to try and if 1t can ke
done walll do it, He knows more about draughts snd properties of
baking powder mnd mixing than anyone I*ve ever sesn, Elther ecda
Blacuita or honaymoons would be practical if I could arrange in some
;:y to turn cut sncugh, for they require nelther sugar nor sgge.

e
27th November, 1 didn't get the soda biscuits dons after all
because 1 apent nesrly the whole day "rustling” football suits for
cur team. There was to be a big fms on Thankegiving end we Ware
811 pretty szeited and now at the last moment the other teaz has
iven out The men are awfully disuppointed — oo am I. It wont
s & roal Thanksgivi without either a football gome or turkeya.
1 suppone I cught to bave hunted up turkeys arcund the countzy side
but to tell the truth I didn't think of it in time. I've got &
1ittle sxtra sugar and pleuty of cocom o I'm golng %o =ake real
honsat-to-goodness fudge, and we'll have that and chocolate and
jum sundwiches thate the best I can do I'm afralds

I'm guite excited over a ruzor I've heard that
parhaps I shall get my helper after all. Oh=1if only sbe's any
good- there's such & iot to be donel Here's o sample »f & day-
today-------—-1 got up at abeut B o'clock and made a fire just as
quickly as I could. This morning wasn't bad, but oy word! how
eold theos stons houses get. 1 always oarry home a little can of
coffee from mess, ovenings, and o couple of sandwiches, eo winile I
dress I heat the coffee and suake tomat. It =akes o pretty good
bremkfast, though not up to some I've had. Tils morming I got to
work at once over the weekly smurming up of accounts and worked all
porning. The pesky thing Wouldn't come atraight, It never will,
ueuslly I call gn captain Grant mnd he fizes 1t up but I dian't
want to today for I knew he mwas busy., lunch time found me nearly
800 francs short and on the verge of gluuveriig. Iia funny her
food helpa; 1 tmokled it eguin right alieiwaods ana ca=ze straipht
tnaide of half an hour.



