Letter No.26 13th Hovember 1918
Bt. Rozmin

Dear Family:

As ugunl, I'm writing when I've nc business to =
I cught to ba in bed, but I've had two experisnces today I
Eoees you souldn't imagine; I've been throwing hand granadss
and I've led a runglwl sarvice, I don't knew whoih scared
ma the moat, but I think it was the service!

Ites besn & gloricus day - and not too cold—
and l:ugtun Cranfl sald he'd show me how to throw grenades I juat
couldn't resist. = I chucked the job I was supposed to be d.uing—
accounte~ and we oude for the parueds gmund‘ about a mile out beyend
Ehp‘;: ] The air . fbhe cocbination of

aa : i ol Toe ] uﬁuﬂrﬁ sxoitement b
of Iir!ng Teal bosbe, and the general peace pplmlzqud:"inl“!m‘!:.ﬁ:; i
;n r::n E.;.t we raced ma far ms I could run just for the sheer = 0

oy motion, ]

Mhen we got to the ME field thers waan't s soul thers—
Juet u big wind-swept plain with far off glimpesa of red roofs
and white struight rowsda, The Captain showsd me the diffarant
kinds of trenches and told me s lot of his experisnces at the Front
{he dropped bombs from an sir place on Nets and did a lot nf other
axciting things Tnen we come to the trench where he had scme
renaden and he explained them to me and threw one or two. Bearad!
en 1t oume my furn to throw I was petrified) But | wouldn't have
shewn it for worlde, I pulled out the spring and slung the grenads
over the top very mich am wa used te bowl crickst ballsm, My! How
it did sxplode! I couldn't throw ws far an the Captaln and some
of the dirt spluttersd back on us, but we wers aboolutely safae
Behind the nigh clay embanksent of the trench, I ceulin't see
¥here they hit at all = we could just hear the sxplosion and see
:Hlﬂt dirt and smoke. Aftermards we olimbed out mrd found eur
LT :
It waa lots of fun and frigatfully exciting. I threw throe.
I'm glad I d44 it, but I don't think I'11 do it mgain. I ought to
have coms hose aftez that, but woods edged the field at the back,
and thers wae a winding romd through them mnd I'd fallen se far
from the path of duty anyway that I thought I'd fall a little
further, so wa put into the woods - resl, piny, Mastic wooda,

and had a gorgeocus walk, ;
i - T e e vt K
— I didn't get settled back in sy reom until half past 4

which gave m+ only one hour %o plan By mervice for the uvu1n¥+
You mee the polnt wag that Uz. Prentice — the Y Diviaisoral Religlous
Birector—- wants me %o put on & mid-week evening eervics and
promlass to send out men te hold it. Wa'we had twe or thrae, acme
of them aren't mc bad, but he dossn't sesm to cars such sbout the
ealibre of the preacher, all he takea into account is the actual
fact of producing a servics. I'd been thinking a lot about
our peace celebration out here. We'd had lote of hurrah boys, and

- lots of drinking, but no one has given any religlous turn to the
celebration, und I falt ths lmck nf it. Mr.Prentice came out this
morning, and sald he'd send out some sexgeant or other. I suddenly
and guite unsxpectedly to myself sald "Den't send anysns, lat me
talk tonight™ How'g that for nerve! The moment afterward I
quaked, but Nr. Prentice was delighted and we pettled it,

A1l day I hed it in the back of oy mind, and after tha
malk I got busy and jotted down some notesm [ had put out the
blackboard saying:

TONIGUT

B:30 A ahort eorvice of Thanksgiving.
7:00 Band Copcert.

Well! After mens I omame down to the tent, and found it,
ag ugual, jam crowded. I want to about the middle of the tent
and climbed op & bench on ane alde and called for attantion,
Everybody quieted dewn, 1 esald that perhapeo they hadn't seen
my sign during the afterncon, &2 that I wuntead to teil them that

=1 wag E2ing to hold a ehert eervice but that if anyone wanted to
Eet out he oould bafors we began. Not & man budged - and my!
what & crowd thers was, There Wwasn't even apace arcund the ;
entrance as there uwsually is, It wae just tleck with men. Of



