Latter #36 Fage #3

couraes I wua tha only weman in the tent.

We aturted rignt thers with "Onward Chriptian Goldiers®

thata a faverite over here and they 8 it wall, Then I produced

m papar I'W Heen lucky ensugh to get held of, and read thes the

terme of the Oerman armistice. Yeu could have heard a pin drep,
they wers absorbed, I really believe sveryone in the tent could hear,
At thne end I called for thrae chesrs and—well did you hear thea?
Then cumes the mement I'd bBesn wanting and dreading. I told the boye
uet how it wam — wa'd had all aorte of celebrationa but neot one
chanca ef ;ntiﬁ to?ot.hqr #n thank God. I wanted to give them that
PEEOTEUNsL Y. en 1 said it wap pretty hard o realize 411 that
prace meant, .sspeacislly perd. fop-those of us who bad not bed J:P%F
chance to get to the Fromt. ©Oh well, I cun't give you the Wnole
eprech, ta point Wes the reasons for thankfulness, and ite sutline.
1 tried to wske & progressive one — perscnal reascns firat— life

and heme coming; then National ones, cessstion of war,*and libera-
tion of slaves; then international ones, liberation of small natlcna
and opening of the Burdanalles; we anded with the "Leagus of Nationa®
and I tried to muke it thinksble snd yet keep i% as a world idea.

1t wasn't wuch of w speech but I held their attentlon wll right and
found sftermards 1'd spoken for twelve whele mimuten. When I
finighed I waked them to tuke just ons minute of absolats qulst and
Thank Ged — esoh men for himeslf - They &ll rose and it wan the
?lig“p't moment the tent has ever known. Then wa had the Lord's >
raver and "Americae®” My word! Thess boys oan make somo noles!

Toat anded it and I jusped down and made fer the kitchen,
retty shaky from the experience. There I found two Captaine and a
isutenant = thank Heaven I hadn't knewn tney were there! With all
their kindness the officers scurs me & littls - there's oo much army
stiquette. At leamst acme of them do., Those three weren't so bad.
Anymuy they said nice thinga.

I think the boys 1liked 1t, I 4id anyway. It satlefied
n need I'd fmlt ever eiRce Wwe got the nawe, I wouldn't have put
1t on myself if there'd been anyone else to do it, but thers wasn't
ao I did! Theral

Toen the band came in, and in the middle of the otnoert
& show unexpectedly srrived from §t.Algnan — they'd been scheduled
for tomarrow and had mixed u.z tha night In saind for m while
but finally decided to have thes 4o et Pl Brhge. AN ERADgE o,
and ask them to give thelr resl mhow tomorrow as echedulsd. The
band stopped at sbout B and the Bt.A. shoW Went on. In tho mean—
time i1t pesmed rather hard on the fellsws who whnted chccolate,to
keep the canteen oleasd, eo I mnnounced that we'd gerve chocolats
just sutside the kitchen door. We hurried a table cutweide and

t on it a candle, & box of pandwiches and the cash drawer.

t waa & hewvenly half scon etarry nignt, not oold, and it cer—
toinly mas picturesque wozk, aerving the long line of shadewy
figuress. Donmld can serve chocolate faater than I can make change
but the boye are pretty geood about bringing the right change,so
we wgot rid of ebout ten gallons in about twenty minutes.  Aftes
the sho® #un over we maved indeora und got Warm aguin.

Bome evening! Eut a good sne. If sveryuday was as
thrilling ms today I'd socn be m wreck! Dut huppy. In the
meant e the accounts aren't done and they've got to be handed in
tomaTrom merning witheout fail. And my fire ie dying do'm and oy
wuter is cosling. C'est npres lu guerrs!

Dearsat love,
Uildred



