R jor

o

Letter No.35 P oae A3

A 1little after four the caurch bella Degun to peal-clung-crash! T
:n::ﬁu :Eurbrlngn:: ﬂnsr: E:sﬁleh I.E Hnnum Thaen the band caze by
cading the boye e from ("] ay atopped mnd ed befor
the ¥ and the man fall cut theare, L s i

& car passed bringing one of our eecretaries home from Bleia, He is
upuslly & guiet uncbtrusive little man, but today he wan juet

buokling over, He ssld the pecple of Bloio were all out in tha

aireet = it wae wlwost impoBAible to get the car through- throwing
zonfettl, waving flaga and shouting and singing. Later, one of

wy helpers = Don, & cook who takes as much prigs in his job mws an

artist— case buack frem Be. Algnan full of his experiences. Bt.

Algnan is crowdsd with soldiers- they and the Franch _n.o;&: B ol g
thzunf.'l.hn the stresto- Don saye thoe boys were dancing in the I‘:f’:um o+
and singing and cheering. Then the church bells began and the

whole crowd, French and American, ci%il and military, poured into

the church and knelt there. There Was no regular asrvica — - they '
just atayed a faw woments tnen made room for others, Ite & big
church and was kept crowded. Donald says ons man told him he'd’
aever been on bie knees before in his life,but he had today. =
¥ ; i, 1'd 1ike to have bean thars, Don was awfully
iwpressed, und 1t would take & lot to lmpress bim. He says Le
pusded a witnersd, wrinkled old weman wll bent over her stick but
Rer eyes Were beaming aod abe insisted on snaking hande all round
with our boya.

Lauet night our su gave cut and the packages of " them cookiea®
are "fine" even at the warshouse. Ho "““"S ies an B day like tais!
anant

0f course I got buay. Taa Lisut rantice lont me the Ermy
saminoetts thia -urn!.ngannd. I wan lucky encugh to be able to get &
bag of pugar from the lea Comnmissary at Bt. A. Thare'a nons

in eur warechouse, That fixsd the chocolats D.KE, but I was in
despair because thers Was nothing to sat. I had sxpected Dread

8z ®ws could make jam sapdwiches, but it dido't come and didn't cece,
At 5:30 T dashed up to =mesa. That didn't take long, and my worry
lifted when I found Captain Grant there for I knew ha'd help cut,

e wlwayn dona. 1'd beoan feoling pretty pressed mnd a 1little
oppradaed beafore; but Le's the =ost efficient peseson around here

ad I Enew wr'@-be xll-right. "W wara B

the tent we pageed the delayed bread truck and =hen we got there

I found that Stillings had shown urususl intelligence und had mads
them 1save 48 loaves (5. ia' & perfect dear, but not int.ﬂl].d.?ent]
Captain Grant imsediately tock charge of the sal eh end ef the
kitchen. Mense (my pretty little French helper) spread the jam
while the Captain cut. I got buey mix®ng chocolets, We had
an hour's leeway because of the band eoncert. Long before it was
ovar we wers ready with about 35 gallons of chooolate and 37 loaves
of bresd made intc sandwiches.

The band waa fine, The Captuin snd I tried a little dence in the
kitechen but it wee pretty small 3 x 4 olear spmce! So wea want
outeidas, Bome of the boys wore dumecing in the space bafora tha
tent. Wo hod a geod cne=just for a moment, then went back to
the job, After the band had played some real toinge it started
popu. aonge and the bnza all sung= Dixle, Clory Halelujmh,

o

“huld Lang Byne, 0ld Black Joe, ato, Oh, dear I xish you could
have geen it! Three quurters of the teant croaded with hagpy
boya. other guarter — the one nearest the counter— taken

up by the band sitting in a double cirsle playing by candle=light.
The counter lined with boys and all the space in behind filled in
with gfficers and & few French pecple. They sat on the countex,
and on boxes on top of it, and even climped up and est on the ahow
shelves behind, And behind that, in tae kitchen, the Major,Renes,
Captain Grant and I w#atched it ell, wnd etray ecldiers kept wandar-
ing in and sut, the beys all know thay are welocome in the kitohen,
all sorts turn up at all times.

Don ueually helpes me¢ sorve the chocolate but tonight he was too
tired so Captaln Grant volunteerad. When the ahow was over we
cnlled to the =en %o get iunte line and then for an hour and & half
we fad the= just as fagt an wa could handle the goode, And when
you don't bave to bother about change you can t a line through
pratty quickly teo. The Captaln ladled the chocolate, I gave out
the sandwiches- My! 1t was fun] We had s double lige for a long
while, then it grew single. A lat ef men can pasa & glven polnt
in an bhour and a half, The boys told me they jsined the line
awWay up pest the church! Put even g0 nething gave out]! I Wae a
proud wesan wien the last man left and we had still about a guart
¢f cbooolate and three sandwicheal



