Letter Ho. 24 28th ootaber to 10th Hov.1818

Obh jey, Family, I'm going to have & real honest teo gocdness hut!
¥r, Helma told ma yestarday that we peeced to be o *live™ town
and he felt justified in sidetracking s but already ordered for
ofls:i ‘r.ilb g camps and giving it t0 ms instead. ‘The big camp
BLT

5] 1il!'l'ilﬂ- nﬁﬂﬂn ﬁ &nﬂa. " Il!izum avarything to
have & wooden bullding here. 1 shant know how to behave, I've
lived in a tent eo longl It will mean & lot =ore Work and plan—
aing and a whole sat of mew problema, but it alep will mean & far
greater ortunity of making the men comfortabls and of sntar—
tuining them, It will alec mean that that long deferred helper
of mine ia really essantisl, but &8 it moy be 4 month or six waelks
befora 1 get the hut there's still time to walt for her. Ouly
there are go many things which could be dons in mdvange. I'm going
to begin buying curtain material and maps and posters and things
next week. I don't want the place tn sesm barc-like aven for & day
if I can help it. Won't it ba funt

1'11 have a cornar for & library and writing room and I'1l hitch
my darling new-mads kitchan on behird and serve real food, mod
thereg'll be actuml solid walls for docorsticn and I think — a real
stage at one end for performances) That more could the beart af
man (or woman) desire? I do hope 1 shall be sble to find some
noff blus—grean stuff to make a atages background. I'm going to
Blois next week to hunt. 4

0f courss I'm planning a ahow slready. 1 mas talking over Coristma
plans with the Chisf today and I suddenly wondered whether I couldn't
geot up & Mystary Play hers. I'd have to use the Franch childsen

= maybe— their priest wouldn't lat them and ab faw poldiers as I
pould manage. Algo practicelly no rebesrsals, and no parts to
learn and vary simple coatumsg—but I'm not sures 1t couldn't be dons.
I've two zonthe to think it over. Ob for the Brearley childrenl
Hothing could be &8 lovely as some of toelr Christmas plays—but

I haven't wutoned them sll these years in vain, Well, we'll see.

A Bot will depend upon if,and when, I get my helper and what kind

of & persgn she is. There's only one thing sure; scme sort of &
Christkag 1e cosing to Bt. Romaln,

Bo many problems, The but will be 30 I 100 feet and our present
epace isn't blg snough, I'va already begun gperations te try te
secure & better site, but may bava troubles. O'Roulk is doling his
best for me, and if an Irigh Tammanyite with a slioe of the Blarney
stone io his pogket can't whesdlsdas even a Frenchman I'l]l realize
it just can't be dena!

In the meantime - our pew stove ie fipe = when it dossn't smoke.
I'm parving coffea now on Bundey afternocas but =e have to wait
longer than we ghould for hot water.

lat Nov, Taie 1is day of reckoning! I do not leve the
firat of the month. t meang not only the customary weekly
fipanoial report but aleo s complete inventory of stock oo hand.
Believe me, scme job. ;

This worning I was particularly orsbby beceuss tws Educational
Becretarime descendad upon me full of all sorte of imposeibilities,
1 hute to sesm cold to educational echemeg but the rumber of clasaes
and organizations they munt ie really ooe beyond the last straw,
I've prozised to back mnything they will do, and to try to put on

o clase in French histery myeelf, thate sbout my limit.

They scared me though by suggesting that I =ight have to ewitch

to tha Ed,Dept. I don"t want %ol I honestly Welleve I'm doing
better work wlong thean general lines than I could in teaching.
Essides ita & very differant sattor tesching nice little girls
momething you knew by heart than teaching full wn men gomething
you're pretty shaky sbeut, Somehow I don't believe it will

happen theugh, 1 coant worry unlaes the blow falls. Undcubtedly
when pescs comas, the Y can do ita beet work along educational
lires and ite coming so woon that it will have to get buay.

Good spead to the teachers. 1'd rather put my ensrgles into
trying ta put soemething bomeliks into the liyes of these homesick.
boym,



