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Latter Wo.3a 80=-28 Qstober
Bt. Fomaine.

Doarcet Father:

I can't tell you how many tizes smch day [ writse theas
lattera — in ay mind! Dozens of things coms Up evary day I 1
to tell you mll abeut, btut it aimply can't bp done; I'we naither
tne times nep enargy for the reams 1t weuld maan, 1'd like to
tell you mll mbeut the country, we're surroundsd by vineyardas
and 1ta grape Plcking and Fressing semaon. Funny little nigh
mheeled carts go by avary evening, loaded with time wern barrale

Srie=ing over with ETADan, and trav g BErea irst b f]
one barn, th ¥ another. Ilve gas LLTH .

the humun presses the soldiers tell of, Lnrt:juf them sny they! d

£2ing to awear off "vin blanc® now they've seen it made, The

By the pessanta get Flght inte the grapes and tread them knee desp
in good old Homaeric fashien, only bare feet Are 8o much more
Poetic, here they get in shoss and allj I mould like to ses it.

Bome of the vineyards have turned A gorgesus red- almost
like homo - a faw big white birches betwsen here and Bt, A4
Are ysllow. Thet's mbout the only sign of October mm we know 1it,
The noone ars hee 8till, but avenings and nights pretty cold, itam
hurd to draass Rocording. I'm pretty comfertable though in twe
palire of woolen stockings and high pootp, Its often warmer out—
doors than in for the Tuel question is a Berious one and an urheatasd
house gata Prebty cold, I've a firepiame in =y reom and by dint
of begging and otealing I've managed a fire some evenings and most
BOrningn ao far, I'm in about the ouly houss in town raised froe
the greund—ey front OEEEd are abeout five fest len I gusas= s
I'm banging en to sy billet in epite of & laak ir ghe roof that
drips just bBelow the foot of my bed, Ite just a question as to H
wha;h?r i.u batter to have your share of dampness come from above
ar elow,

AB you eny gather B, Romaine ia a pretty Primitive
1itile piace, =08t of the houses look, literally, Ii'lm:l.ud.r‘-ﬂ.-_r%um
eld-—-heavy erurbling steme with great raftere in the uin::g- A !
EOS8=gTown, red tiled rocfe, Its picturesque, all ri » often
&8 I pans pome especially good oecnie offegt I catoh myeslf laoking
for the villain or the heroine to taks the center of the stoge, -
and I -pinch mysslf to make myeslf Tealize I'm really living hare
&ll by myoelf, I never quite get over the gueernsss of it,

I guess it was a Pretiy dirty.little town before we
arrived. Ite hard to tell stables from housen sven now, but one
thing the American Army is doing for France is cleaning up, _The
BRnitary eguade get buay everywhers, I wonder Lf 4t will have any
lueting eifect on the pecpls. I deoubt it,

All this pranmble becsugs the laot weck han been an
buay I den't know where to begin about 1t. Perhans last Bunday
Tas the highest light the day the newspepprs announced "Oarmany
accepta Wilson's cenditiong", My wardl The papers arrived
unexpectedly at abeut four o'eclock that afternoon - much a mob
LA We hed] Tuere were culy sbout SO pepers and every =6n in fown
wanted cne, We sold all but m faw and posted thess on Dulletin \
boarde a5 sveryone could road, The sslling was lata ef fan, but |
hectie, I con becomm "hard-beiled® and keep the boys im a aingle
line when ite & question of chocolate, but when its papsrs — and

Bugh ore, I wouldn't awven to try, so & mob stormed the T
ucunt::pmﬂ'n worked hard to f1 t:huir'i r hands. Ch i
lepossible, soma poald five contimes, some ne one felt i

muttared,

Aftermardes I got out and wandecsd arcund the tewn. Litcle
groupa of boys were all sver, dieoussing which would ba the fizet
krocpe moved and what anip they'd 1ike to take home. I stopped and
jellied +ith thew and wo hashed probacllities and got tarilled and
ahiock handes wll round and had a general jellification, !

That svening there was the usual Bunduy svening mervBce i

in the tent, held by the Chaplain who belongs hera, Hot Chaplain

Gilbert I'm sorry to eay. This ons, Proehl, means well I think,

but ke folds hie hande trialtarily befors nim and drops inte an

artificial voice and delivera com cnplaces, Its wl®uyo tTying

but tout night I felt I couldn't bhaeas 1t, Mot one etir of an—

2 did he give or get, Toe tent was fu11 Secauss the boye

®ere waiting for chocolate (they usuallyIbave it atout half aEpty

when he ne to talk!) I maited until he'd left then I jumped

up on ﬂlmm, where I could aee every man in the tent, I satf



