18th. {Perhaps 15th, I'we loat count.)
The laet told about the ufterncons and finish of

the day neze.)
Coutran,
4 Beptember.

Dearast Fathor!

1ts hard to belisve itp rdally Beptesber. I sholl send

=y naxt lottey to the office I think becsuss I um so unosrisin of
the dute it will arrive; amnd after that I supposs it will be 47
aghin. Thy, it ocoma i!..‘l:a 1apt week that I left Hew York— and
hera's 8 whole pummer slipped in between. Its mext door to ime
possible to realize that you're getting ready to leave Washington
slready. And the next tims you go I'11 with youl I've
Teally boen @ isnd 1“-&.1 to find how I've miseed Fashingten
this year. I keop oceing bite of road- Hettleton Holleow, and the
River Rsad, bite of the New Hilford road, the Dark Valley, and the
big baach irea benind the knoll- there's nothing &8 lovely over
kere | I dont supposs you went a letter from over hers about home
posmary, but you hawe to have it, a little, if you want to keap
track of the things I'm thinking.

Hothing new hers. Whero's a holdup in the =ail somawhers
and I've bad cnly one letter in nokrly two weeke. That was from
Anng though, and ehe gives me more nows of Father than I get in any
other way, oo next to one from Father himself it ==a protiy satin-—
fuotery. I get protty jumpy and inolined to thinking I'va too
meny emall childres sround when thore couwes o long atrfoich without
mail, and yet I's infinitely botter off than scoe of the men.
ose they move sbout eo, their letters go mtra.ii I wmy, I've not
had word from noma for I and some ooe will say I'we not heard
for tores monthe.” %hen 1 think of =y ten days old letter and fael
nu-lh_m!gu of the boys hTe pretty homesick. GBoos kdait it; aome
dont; homeeick or not they're in eplendid “morals®. I grow
proudsr deily of being an Americen WOBAD.

Wa're hoving & gasoline shortege bere for the time beling;
m domt expeot 1t to bo peroanent but it tles up things conplderably.
We pat sll our suppliss from 8t. Agnan by motor truck and when thay
dent arrive wa're to 1t for stock. I can keep cn with "Homay—
eoons® ne lon; &p I omn get flour, for tm{ dont require sugar, but
I've had to ahut down on other kinde of cake lately because of &
“n"ai' in sugar teo. You ooe I use an pwful lot. We sold over
31 gallons of chocolatn the other day im the tent and even though
I make it with pwestensd condensed milk thot mesns lote of GUEAT .

All Frenmch things ere looking up. The exohenge of soney ie
5.35 mows It ®am 5.70 when I orzived!l The breand As 'bllflfmlﬂg ]
brighten too. It used to be protty couros and dork, now lta -1
Of course wo're all feepling pretty ha gver the newepepera. The
men say "The Frenoh wont leeve ua un; ing to do", but the Frenoh -
eay, "Ite all :nll.ng te the Amoricans®. varga upon ocensorable
comments. I'd battsr steer olesr of militery sffaire entizely.

1 ouid I'd tell you sbout svenings in the tent. I've been
goseipping ubout all these other things oping to put off the moacnt
of aturting on that for I oimply osat do 1t juatice. You'd have to
be here to gpet the feel of 1%.

Well-hare sl Wnen I rt to the tent at wbout 8:30
I find o fow men already there. They want cigarettan and I help

ihem with one bund whaile I take out the otook froa under the eounter
srrange it on the shelves and let down the bilg door of the counter
with the other. finen there are plenty af scldiers here there isn't
a minuts after that; if overything isn'l =asdy for them beforehand
there's an awful tis—up and 3t takes pntisnoe on “he part of the men
gnd speed on ours to straigbten thom oul. Bosever, toat deesn't
happen very oftan, ususlly I find Marlo on the Job »hem i arrive,
mixing chocolute, washing bovleo, ond ageing o 1+ thet pearything la
remay, oo the "wot canteen? ip apom aa Fool e tun O »®  md ae
thoan firet cigarette men Lewvs the oounter I g2t dnto & big apron
(somntimen) end um ready for the boys already cluaterlng around =y
end of the countor for "Got any chegelate toulghs’  "Gimme iam of
thes cockien" Fleming — the detailed soldier- ~cmes in just thon,
add takes over the dry end of the countor, often kr. Parsele turns
up and helpa nim; they kesp buay but their cnd lo not a patch on
mine. We kept the accounts sepurate one night pnd I FTAn oVET

two thirdd of toe money taken in. Tta rot that the hoye sctiually
need food and drink, they're sxoeedingly well fed, ita jus® taat ite




