Luttor #c.l0 Pyt Fau

something u 1ittle extre- & 1ittle homey- o 1ittle more nf o
fgpacinlty * and they curtainly deo appreclets 1t

Its funny how it rund. Rignt after suppeT thurels usually B esll
for lesonade, Tacn, &3 the svening progresses, they ask oftener
far snocoleta. Tha cakes begin to go 8t sbout T o'cloek, aod by
B-30 unless wo're urnususlly short of men thiy're all gone, and we're
@elling oWeet orackers and fuctory cakes of various sorte. 7o

- always koep bottled vighy lesenzde om band but until the hememuds
runa out thers's very little omll for 1t. Then it lo wanted
ite ususlly quite late— near the and of the evaning. I don't guita
understand the paychelogy of that,

Tha man wandor back in the tent mith their bowls to the bDig green
tubles and scon wo begin to get pretty messy but nobody omres muah
Om ordinury evenings Some men are always writing at ecme of the

: tables, soms p‘]:l:rlt?tclnﬂklﬂ und othere juet metting, the room
graduslly fille. ¢to scmewhat emoky, but not very bechuse
wa've a0 mach sir. eona b & to pf.lr the planc,¥he men
gather around, sometimes they sll eing, I like those ovenings best
and moce or twice they!ve taken partners and danced in the clear .
space betwesn the tables.  It8 w mighty good tal to ees and hear
snything oo gay right hors on the cdge of golog te the Front.
T wioh T ceuld sukw you Ses that ploture- a blg obleng #4ent ,rathar
disly 1it by slectriz lights that baven't a strong enough buttery;
gy, red, white and blue streamers und Jupances lantorns oo the
gelling; the air hazy but not think with p.oke; mon in 0.D. evory—
*hero= tha mhels tons of the room olivu drab Bugause of the men in i,
tulking, writing, playing often just oitting i4ly sround; mad toen
tha ﬂnha of the tin-pan plinp-nometimen meﬁiq with & vietrolas
on tha othor slde of the reom— and & chorus of "Me 'D my gal" or
“Tne Perfect Day® or "My Indiena Home®  SpmctiRe8 u'man brings in
a vislin or guitar mnd then we got.the Whole tomt intarested, In
the meantime I'm kept on tho jump pretty noszly the =uole avenlng.
I've out away the top of the oounter oo my big JRFD aru ssay Lo Ladle
ftom on ths counter shelf, and I etand thres in & row, hot choeolate,
eold eheeslute, malted milk end lozcnade, There's nlTays someons
waiting, aomatimes eightecn or twenby. 1 think eften of the stories
of the Belgimn noup line and ef how they wouldn't take anyone Wno
wasn't A past mistreos of the art of ludling. ¥all, I'm on the road
to quulify! Its nome ichb to Ti1l bowls, give out chkes and maks
changs, sepecinlly when you're aure o got Americam billa right 1n
the modat of the rugh, but W don't hEve encugh eteady muah So justify
ths use of checks and.a oashisr.

Thers's one thing I don't dc ma well ae Mise Heff- no, two— ité to
jolly the mem. 1 can't I'm not born that way. O, I dom't
Bean to sey I'm just a muchine or thut I can't drop ir a decent word
croaaisnaily, tut jollying in géneTnl lwn't in my line. I don't
Torry mich aboup 4%, 1 juct can't do it- thats &ll, but I _often =ish
I ceuld, And' yat sftor 51l I get along prehiy wall. The aen muat
feal my good willl. T fael ouch & lot of 1t that 1t !_“_} got over
semohow, #np wkeleton of the rogiment stgye put here in Contres
you know, while variocus groups af anlipted men pros in and rut,e0
ihers are & lot of men Who ccme back nignt after night and who ara
real personmlities, not just fuoos. Really fricndly faces tco,
aometimes I look mrcund the cxowd wnd foel wll warm end comfortable
inpide ms I recogolzs man after =an whom I EncW I cun gount on for
n real amile and, for that matver, anything under the oun 1 might
mant him to de flor me.

At sbout nine olclock tha rueh lets up, the man drindle snd by quarter
phat thers are only encugh 1aft for & good gowsip, Bcactimes thay
lean ower the counter, scmetimes they #it around the planc. Then's
the tima 0T War |t.nrin and perscnul axpariencen. pming ie full
of them, he's had six months at thoe Front. Llgutenant Luwranca
weudlly drops in and treate sll around to malted milk, Bomet lnes 3
11ttls brawny Irishean who's had & pretty bad case of sirell sheck
getn talking mnd my wordl ne's Coltic 1l right. Wa're all wpell-
bound by his brogue and his axperianced.

I'm ususlly the firet to go, I bate to keep Marie up wod ahe slWeVe
waite for me, but the =cn ait areund and talk untll nearly tea whan
theyyheve to hurry to thair Billeta.

" Usuullyyall entertainments mre held in hic Srgve, @n everybody ofin 06,
but somssimes its tos bud Feather, B3 hs! voms L“ia;iha “TE- Fheas
=vani Are full of oolor. Might oii1txe LDt w. aid & FWEIE.. FoE
Vun Iﬁ:.lhlaﬂ poor, but fun. i GumpATY pita Lp Ehelr sueelb



