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Dorest uther: 

If you could have seen me thia afternoon you moulad have beenane ed. 
Patisoerie to let ne ugse ber kitchen when I mant to bako 1o -0t0nkes lLfranaiu cakaa.ATe forbidden noW YOunkno1 B queer au tae dlckens in Paria to o0e nothing but broad, AD oradat that, 'for sale in;all, tho high 1itd'patiaserips)o 1 doeant u8e her oven and I gan hire 1 and hør too. Ycu go through the desert ed 11ttle stop 1:to a tiny courtyard with a 
pump in the middle and grape vinen tn three ei dea. Its a oommopJourt for balf a dozen Bhops and luousee, mostly intu.bit ed by iendo of nine
d rench woman with a wig who keups a tardw&re atere and m&ke8me pae: flowere, 

B4n tad been killed, but gos ord he other day that he wae al17e although a'prieoner. He fnirly orled for juy and 'kianud tie Qld Woan 

I've ade arrang encnts with a woman here mo ons & 

Narie' houee ia ons kr.d unother belonge to an 

There'o an oid rmun thera too rbo *hought ni8 

ATY'Wan, you oro8e the ouurt, step over Beveral. ohilaren ard oats and coae to the kitshen.briok affair, The oven filla one end. ite & huge Yon pus in & big hurdle of brush und 3et fire to 1t. 8 Vry picturesque; the flanes leap ir the black c&vErn; Ilans&ays do leap,don't thay? but son.ehom they 8eemed part1culariy 81Owing today
took a hoe ard pulled i.t all out and *he ov en wa8 ready 10r uBe. In the Loantime Mme orin had been sn i7ing mer ho:7 to mix the caKe8, Anyhing_prettler.thanthe whites of.gg0paaen to 8no 2 COpper pot don't know, The panTEreiron slabt aooL a yt 8quare and they cäme from a set of racks 11. fun 80eing how everything wa8 stowed &ay 8lways there though not much Was in'evidence1ittle Kitchen in spite of two windowWs, L ahappd, wi th' a bro&d 8E0oth table running under tthe windows on both sides of the inside of the L. 

hen tliere was nothing left but s0als kme Norin 

Antyhing needed was 
Ite a rather Brk 

Tnat, serves as mixing bowl as well as rolling board and ordinary table, , Its lots of fun to 66e her Bweep up the fIOur witth
& big dust brush and nix things without any bowl at all, 
All sorte of things are underfoot- hens and children and cate and 
dogs, I haven't seen any rabbit8 yet - they miet be around,Corner- everyone keeps then, 
leading don to a black cellar, and I believe there's a secIet paseage in 1t; perhaps that'e only a ronance. of yeur8 old anyway. 

Some 
There'g a winding stone etairway 

It looks hundreds

e make two hundred cakes at once. Mne Morin 1ights & lamp near the door of the oven 80 we can see them, and stands there with & ten foot long wooden shovel. 
of the oven with the greate8t skill.
lady TInger kiñd of cake 1ts good-and 1 put- two together ith a chocolate fiiling- but so0n we'Te goingto branch out into eclaireand a 8ort of glorified "honey' uoon today to see how they Went and they Were very sucoessful.
300 cakea for sale tonight- 350 I guese. tWo, to each man according to our supply, but I çan't make them hol1d out for more than an hailf hour, no natter hoW many we have.

She ladles thoge huga pane in and ou1t 
So iar We ve B tuck to a 

Mime Norin tried just a few 

We limit them to one, OI 

Yesterday (Bunday) was fun, 
near here, full of øoldiers, with no Y 
We took a Ford tuck with a 1ot of supplies and started out. e Worked all afternoon but had time only for two villages. We went ahead and set up shop in an empty room in a 11ttle hotel, then the chaplain and the band followed in a big truck, We Bhut up shop,while the chaplain held an out of door 8ervi0e in a lovely poplar8rove, but reopened for a wh1le afterward8.
We gathered up our remaining supplie8 and hurried to another place- just a camp on an old farn this time.
us and was just finiBhing wh en we got there. My word, the men were glad to see u8. 
menjo111ed and joked the whole time. Many of them weEe.Dorke
but we gave tWo frangs credit bo everyone got 8ometning.&nows Whether We'll get the money back, but it was Worth 1t. We'd juet about finiehed about eupper tiue so they asked us to atay for 16 
We had 8et up our ehop in the kitchen (out of door8 11ke all thedearny kit ohens) and it certainly had amelled good fried chickenand fresh layer cake, the first I'v 8een. Over here. a huge black haired brigand in whits trou iere, & thin 8leevel ess undershirt and' a white oap- had exclain ed "A real honest Anerian 

There are a lot of ema1l villages 
Yesterday afternoon

In about an hour 

The chaplain had preceded
That camp was the most fun 01 any s0 fa. Tha sd 

GOodnes8

The cook-
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woman!" when I came, and proceeded to 8poil me. chioken with one hand und sold with tbe other| MyI 1t ras good. 
8o you 8eeIwagn't as,en about aupper as Mr. Rendall was, but 1n 
epite of the fair aitedI'd lhad on the eide it certalnly went t0 
the right 8pot, 
in and aay ut or 81x Neeks and vee 1f a real Amerioan chidkenBupper Ith emeet POLAtO00_and pie.doeant 100k-good to yo. 

I ate fried 

You try 117ing on fried eggs and roast 7eal day 

e got back at about 7 to find the canteen in full owing with Marie
at the fore.

8ervice in the grove. e 8ald echething. I didn't get it. Dminent Tiøiting 0lergymen
always tell the men what a privilege it i8 to be here and how 1ne an 
ariny e have- you don't get anything from them, they don't atay in one Bpt 1ong enough to knon anything about 1t. and piek up a lot of impresslons, get pretty good birdseye view ueoe, but ny for real every day inspiration our chaplain beate
then al1 out, 
T. Narden doee that I oould hardly take hin seriouely. Beiore he 1inished bne impaseioned appeal (I haven't an 1dea for hat) 
could see him eyoing his notes for the next, Somehow you can't f001 
that a man 18 putting hie whole eoul into hie rords when they i1ow out eloquently all the tine he' reading something else. o we1l, 
St. Thomae es likes hin, 

e hut up very soon afterwards though for regimental DT. 8tiros of 8t. Thoaa8 es epoke Perhaps

They travel &round

Dr. 8tires wae 0o 11ke the caricature of a bishop

Chaplain G1lbert 18n't 11ke that. die for all hi8 weight and he etands up and gete the men all einginK nd talks excruciating Frern.ch to the French people- who all et nlB 8inceTity in spite 0f his pronunciation-.&nd, tellstha.smenEyCo TOTITe cIEal, detent Ties and the only to do it 
18 wit1 God'8 help. He varies that theme in all sorts 01 wayB,
6ometines he'8 not a8 good, 8ometimes he'e magnificent, but he al 
ays ring8 true and he alwayg stande for God. That's the kind oi preacier we need over here.Ket a lot of good, but they don't give muoh.1ault though, tnis sort of thing is a little out of their 11ine.The Chaplain häs been with the reginent for 17 years and of cours knowe omething about hls job. "Oh, Chappie, he's fine" I've heardirom more than one of the boye.

He's not tall but øtrai ght as & 

The Eminent Vieiting Clergymen may It's herdly their 

. 

I am really very sorry to have hin g0. 

Mr. Randall left today,He and I understood each other pretty well and I 11ked working underhim. 
job. 
I 8lhal1 be as lad to move on as I am now to stay here. The tent Wont be good for really gold Teather and the Y is planning to bui1d a real hut here- Wo0den,

He's promieed to send back for me 1f he gete an interesting He'e to be a D1visional Becretary now, In a month or TWO 

I told N2. Anes that 1f he wanted me to get on with Miss Neff I'd try 1t, but I gather it may be 8ome job and I'd. be just as happy somewhere el8e. ¥ell, anything mightappen in a month,
happen at-all..
but there is a Mr. Parmelee here who has taken over the finencil1 fart of both Ys. 
it took hours and was a good deal of respon81bi11ty. In hie spare momente Mr, P. fixes up things rbund the' tent 8o we're pretty flourishing just now, 

Things happen here pretty suddenly When they No one has come yet totake Hr, Randall' s plece,
glad to turn over the money Bide of it; 

Last night was what I coneider an alnost perfect Y night;
13th Aug. 
& continual sttream of men, but never such a jan you oouldn't at least6ee wo you were eerving, and plenty of everything they wanted,8ay "lmoet 'because the cakes did giv6 out, I expect they always wi1l,but &t least over 200 men got 8oe before they did. drackere left and they 're not bad, "Them cookies" ie the men'e term for everything from chocolate eclairs to hard orackere, 8omewlhere uround 31 gallons of lemonade lust night and 7 or B galloneof hot choèolate. 

I 

We've alway8

We eerved

When the rush 18 on I ladle drinks with one hand
8erve out cakes with the other, and L1&ke chango øpasmodically in beteen 
a 20. bill to take a half frano out,On to their American money, ofte tiey'll come &nd ask if we have any they can buy back, 
honest-to-God" 1e the expression for anytiirg AGe ri can from a nickleto 8 girl, Tlhey make it "honest to goodnese" 8omet imes when I'n aroundbut that 8omehon lacke convicvion.

Just when you 're bueiest someone is eure to hand in 
Its funny how the boys häng

They 64y they 11ke to have it around; "real,

I promi sed to tell you, didn't
I, ubout my trip to st, A1gnan. Its only 8bout 10 miles away but 
there'B no way of' getting there exoet by iu'tocobile, and of cour8ethere ar en't any automobilee except ray ucks or "Y" carmionettes.So I w&ited around al1l day for conveya. C u:nd at ltst at about 4 o'clock got a hitch on a biß "Y" trank waich nad come out with suppl1es..
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!1e 1#11e ty?:1 ?9 A? :1 r, tte1y flat, but ery lorelY and 

$t, Aln ere e tepsri 10 Mr, A , then ent 

fron 6: 30 te 1O11est 1ope i7g 16 breatde, and * never 7en 
ettd the 11, There ere a}*aye de1*4en 35 and 50 n4n ting 
to teeTT, th 117 ho faat * *e?te. here n' tme for 10ot, much 1 Ord, 1t * ut hands- bo«l-1oney-1ert,
nd tha tnly '**t carteen,and they **t rLebed e "ere, I tolnk, 1 didn't re»lly havemu eb t1ne to ot 1ce.

To CT three nen *orked the dry"

I raj t *rong tot 1t but 1: seens to re that kind of dreathleee t1fectiTely dy a detail of soldiere A Underatand 1t the U er.'s cb CTer here is to try to AKe tnng
ait h o11k e? tta. ap^y feed aen zho b:e alraady prey ad Too after I te oen to orgaalaa the ork
ot ahocolate nd raking chargs I can't ee tbat it makes mioh dir ferenoe whether you're atan or a Tocan,

anu 1ooi after it thers, bit :6 1TJuBt a quaiun oi r 

I teep Teal12ing the difference here at ContresOre than one pereon Can do effectiTely, but there is not guontDad rush but hat you're uble to jo1ly along a lit tle 6e you tend to thinge, 

They d1 dn't even try to ladle, they juet dipped out tne aturf WItn the cups and bowle,

there' all and 

And we don't lop. I fairly ewam in cocoa thut night.

The hut 1a u biy barn-11ke atruoture with a huge L for the uen'eroom canteen in the 11ttle end, a 8tage at the other and tho rost f1lled in with office roonB, There as a etunt 8how going v on that night and betTeen that and the canteen there wasonly noug0roon to elbow youreel sround. They 11 have to enlargoI believe plane are already under way for that. 
oon. 

At ten the cant een clooed and ooon aftor I went back to the ton in the Y bus, leunor was hore already and had brought baok aomo ohocolute whi ch she heated over un alcohol lamp and some orack ero, 8 Wr8 both tired, but we 8at back in bi8 chaire and dsank ooa0 and talked It oert&inly was good to get with someone I'd knom at home El0anor felt the same ay I think, Anyway We had a gorgeoue time, and I gue88 1t Wá ne&rly one .o'clock before we Went Next morning the landlady brought us offoe (an apologyfor coffeo) and wo ate in our Wrappers 11ke real ladiee of leisure.

to bed. 

Then Eleanor Went to her om Y and I walked the mile and a hal? 
down to Headquarter8, The canteen there 1s open all the time so 
I helped, partly in the kitchen, partly at the counter.
the morning work better than the evening ror 1t wa8n't qui1te 8o 

hectic and ras core humane.
D&ck from the front ad hated to stop when 7e nad to close down for 
lunch,

11kedd 

I got talking with one man juet 

You can get just about Wiiat he said iron any neWSpaperaccount, Dnly 1h more interesting_when you'Te getting 1t straight
fr o a ran who 's ju8t 8een 1t. I never kiiled a man in my 11fe, 
he euid, "and that morning I killed seven, one of them wa8 just 
a boy 
Cn in the wh0le outfit here who 18n 't crazy eitber to get to tne 

front, or to get cack to it 1f he'a been there once.
n.agnificent. 
6 ycu can irsgire,
The differenoe in the boys fr om difforent parte of our oount ry 18 
auly 1nteresting,but of couree I cannot go into detaile about that 
for I'm not eupposed to tell whero any oome from, ay thotgh that the cen fron my own home ton do not ehine

1n contraet to those from further aay, I don't really know what. 

.anner perhap8- just inatinctive oOurtesy, 
TOugher and lese hail-felloM-well-met then «ny other group Í tav ret, 

But he wante to get back to the fight, Tve seen only one 

Our boy's aTe 
As ine and atrong and clean a lot of young nen 

Igro FrCuder e7ery day of being an AmCrican. 

I think I may 

They' re less eomet hing- 
1t8 not"pep" nor energy nor spirit

They' re rougier,
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Well, to get back to Bt, Aignin.
before lunch, as I wrote you In ny i.&at letter, end he dec1dea

I could Come back here,

not to be unduly influenced by how verybetter I 1ike 1t, but &B 

r s I 0an judge I can make very mioh better here than there
f11 an equal, bi not greuter,ne ed more effectively. en 1 

homelike now, a8 far a8 a tent can be, and I oan handle thiB J00. 
I doubt 1f I could help moh with the otner.

I had a talk with Mr. Ames 

n Bura that is wiecI. Its bard 

There were only two drops of ointment on that fly's wings- I would

bave recoived my nail quioker (it all nae to be sent out from there)

and it as fun 1iving with £leanor those two nights,
lonely here sonetines, 
nay get nOved at alnoat any time. 

It gets pretty

However, I 1ike my own sooiety, and El eunor

That afternoon I knocked off cunteen work and shopped a bit for y 

en Bt. A1gnan 18 bigger than Contres and I got a 1ot of things
Its far more picturesque here than We are here 
We' re flat and that 1s a real hill tomm 7ith all streets on an angle 
and a gorgeous old church and chateau orowning the top. 
80 ery old here, but Bt, A1gnan met go back undreds of yearB.
You get g1imp8es of old otone stairways don the orooked alleyø, 
and of b1ts of masonry that must stret ch back for centurie8. Tnre 

are a couple of ruined towers by the chat eau that may be older than 

medieval tines, quite as old certainly. 

explore but not so convenient for llving, with your Tork & .ile ara 

a half away, 

In the first place

We aren't 

A tascinating place to 

LnoI AB d01ng accounte thet ufternoon so after

I'd finisned ahopping I helped her and then we clied the taAkn- 

and examined the old church together. 

Next norning I went to Headquarters for breakfast and s0on aftterwards 
cEUghta car that was to pa8s tnrough Contres, but in the interva

I heard one of the soldiers elng- really aing. 
voice t nat aounded u8 if he meant it and 1t mas Worta hearing, 

e're 8ent inental over here, "The Long Long Trail" 18 the most 

popula 6ong there ie, at least that's what one of the men says 
Who'e had the opportunity to travel around & 1ot. 

finished me that morning8, but not quite. 

nope no one was looking at ne wae the Irish one, I think its called

Th Dear Little Girl" I'm not eure.
11ttle fat Betty 'e baby talk in that and eee her eyee as she said 

What as it the 1ittle pig had done?"

He h&d the kind of 

Taat nearly 
The song that made nDe 

I could fairly hesr @y 

I was glad whe he stopped.

When our boys sing here they come out strongest on "hen Uncle 8ammy 

learne to parley voo" 

of thing we like o7er here, 
g0es to0, and "Baby's Prayer at Twil1ght" always oomes in Bomewhere. 
On the Tictrola we have "Ny ukelele girl" and *I picked a lenon

in the garden of Love and a TóT others like that for a teady diet

They 8ing Over Theresonetimes Peok up your troubles oftener
and a fe 1ocal songe a lot.

Get it, Eleanor, and you'11 non what kind

The 11ttle Grey Home in the est" 

AB you may gather fron the lengih of this letter I'm taking a day off 
I haven't had one foT a cuple df we eks and I think the principle 

of the thing 1B go0d. 
long for circlation, cut 1t down anyway you 1ike . 

not iportant, who felt the lack of excitenent for his home letters end tried to 

make up for 1t. 
letter which 8a1d "I am sitting in the midst of a terrific bombard-

ment

However, if Father thinks the letter is too 
I knowW ite 

I feel deep eyLpathy for one of the aoldier8 here 

One of the lieutanant s told me he'd censored a 

AB I Write two of my comrades have been killed beside me" 
oxcept for our men leavirig 80 often for the front this i8 

Here tne mo8t peaceful ton you can imagine. "The Battle of Contres" 
Mr. Randall calls 1t when he and the oraplain and I have a vege table 
party. Julianne, Marie 's niece, thinks 1t too dull and wants tto 
get back to the front in spi1te of the fact that she's still coughing 

terribly from having been gassed,last few weeke keeps up Jhe'1l be able to go home safely s0on, but 

I don't want to 10se Marie.
She feels the responsib1lity of our "Allied Canteen" juet as truly 

a8 I do. 

Well if the good news of the 

You can't pay for interest like Marie' 

I'n longing for letters. Its ten days aince I've heard from Father 
though I've had letters from both Anne and Bet sy in the interval. 
I'n a perfect gourmand for lettere If I got one every day I'd 

grumble because they didn 't arrive tTice a iay I think. 
You've no idea how letters count over here. Just now I'm noE3ne 
for word that you've received my first letters, you hadn't ir thu 

last I'got. I know of course by noW, the 13th of August, ¥Ou 
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ust have received lot8 of them, but I'n awfully 8orry about that 1ong wait at firot and I'n hoping for word that 1ts over,

*The thtrteanthaf Auuet) 
that I ane and aom6t imee 11te saverai.1{v0s ago If I ero at hohe now I leaping for suzannah and the appld tree and ny tar rock,
Hal nd Nra, Ripley, Next ouner, as Dave Baid, Te'11 bave reunion.
I don't eee ho1 ehell wwnt to take a nimute amay îron being w1t ther and yet I posltively uche for anot ner caap ing trip in th Naine woode and for lote of pluces and pecple. ell, 1t0 a 1ong 10ng trall but Ite not endl ees one, nd 1ta very good along the ny. 

It seone 1ike yesterday somet imes,

Menever e geta breath of coolnese 1 long 1or "Tosd
0, I do want to be so Bany people next umcerl 

Dearest love to Pather- just a 11ttle lese but stil1 heaped dom 
and running ove? to everyone el80,

N1ldred
y hand le all right again now. 

P.8. 
toe bucE so ay two banda don't Latch, but ite absolutely 0,k. no 

The ekin a1l peeled off 

0.K, 
chaplain Gilbert

Your daughter teila-sathte-3etter ia about me, 80 I' tempt ed to read it, but orf"sdcoiu gh Id be terribly &fraid to kno« what she really a 
of the Chaplainn. 
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