14th Letter
Doarest Futher:

Page 1

If you could have geen me thi “you

8 afternoon you would have been
":§°°' T've made arrangsmenty with a woman here Who owns a
2& 8serie to let me \U8e her kitohen when I want to bake ? lot
So—wsofichkes. . Tenay, g oedi ou~know (it was
queer as tne dickens in Papia tu'f reTHrT

I )....lu
breud at that

0 oee .notbing but bread, (EYO ol 1) vty o
dbeant » 10T sale in:mll the hj w11:5*p.e:-.q;sp-3§:o¢ g Ufﬂi?@{f.fr
ogosen't use her oven and I oan hire 1t'und her"too ,*": Ycu'go - L
through the deserted 1itt)e r

shop into R tiny courtyard with a
Purp in the middle and grupe vinen ®n three eldea, Its a common )
vourt for half a dozen shops and louses, moatly inkebived by ' , /
{~iendo of mine, Narie's house 1a ons krd wnother belongs to an
o-d French woman with « w1§ wro keups 4 Lardwure store and nakes
me pave: flowers, There'o un 0id man thers teo rto thought his
1 \80n Rad been killed, but got word :the other 0Ry thet he was alive,
i :i;igugh & 'prisoner, He fnirly oried for Juy dnd kiamed toe qld

| ) Auywaw, you oross the cwrt,step uver severa) ohilaren ard oats

and coue to the kitshen. The oven fills mne end, its a huge
briok affalyr, Yo PUt in a4 iz hurdle of brush und set fire to it,
Its very Picturesque; the flamss leap in the black cavern; flames
I alwuys do leap,don't they? - but sonehow they seemed particularly
glowing today., Wnep tLere was nothing lefc but soals RBme Norin
took a hoe urg pulled '

‘ 't all out and the oven was ready for use.
In the weantime Mme Morin hud been sn

‘_.n_nﬁ_ Antyhy t % Sming me hov to mix the cakes,
' ' 2~DE _pre e, "hites of egge.paaten to snow in & bi
i °°Pper.pot"i?ﬁé%*%“%%gﬁfn-yn—a-w Eg8.baaten t 1

’ € pang~were{¥fon sl
Square and they cume from a get of racks full, It wae .
1 - fun seeing how overything was stowed uway.” . Antyhing needed was
Ho Blways there though not much was in evidence,  Its a rather éark
N 11ttle kitchen in spite of two windows, L eshappd, with a biroud
“ suooth table running underithe windows on both sides of the inside -
‘ of the L, That serves as mixing bowl as well as rolling board and
ordinary table, , Its lots

‘ of fun to see her sweep up the flour with
| & big dust brush and mix things without any bowl at all,

All sorts of things are underfoot- hens and children and cats and
doge, I haven't geen any rabbits yet - they muet be around, Some
corner - everyone keeps them, There's & winding stone stairway
leading down to a black '

cellar, and I believe there's a secret
l bassage in it; perhaps that's on

ly a romance. It looks hundreds
1 of yeurs old anyway,

u| Fe make two hundred cukes at ence. Mme Morin lights a lamp near

B the door of the oven so Wwe can ses them, and stands there with & ten
foot long wooden shovel, She ladles thoae hugh pang in and out

of the oven with the greatest skill, So far we've stuck to a

ady - TInger kKind of cake - its goed-and ‘I put- two together with a . .

8oon we're yoing to branch out into eclairse e —
and & sort of glorified "honey moon®

Mme Morin tried just a few
today to see how they went and they were very successful) Ilve
" 800 ocakes for sale tonight- 330 I guess, We 1imit them to one, or
two, to each man according to our supply,

but I can't make them hold
out for more than an hadf hour, no matter how mwany we have,

1
i

Yesterday (Bunday) waus fun, There are a lot of small villages

) neer here, full of soldiers, with no "{" Yesterday afternoon

i We took a Ford truck with a lot of supplies and started out., We
|t vorked all afternoon but had time only for two villages, We went
ahead and set up shop in an empty room in a little hotel, then the
chaplain and the band followed in & big truck. We shut up shop.
vhile the chaplain held an out of door servioe in a lovely poplar
b grove, but reopened for a while afterwards, In about an hour

' We pathered up our remaining supplies and hurried to another place-
Just & camp on an 0ld farm this time, The chaplain had preceded
us und was just finishing when we got th

E . ere. My word, the men were

Y glad to see ue. That camp Wwas the most fun of any so far, The. ..
flase . men jollied and joked the whole time, Many of them were borke
i

|

|

'
|
|
|

but we gave two francs credit Ho everyoné got something, Goodness— —~
knows whether we'1ll

get the money back, but it was worth it, We'd
Just about finished ebout supper time so they asked us to -stay for it
i We had set up our Bhop in the kitchen (out of doors like all these
i army kitchens) and it certainly had smellad good - fried chicken
and fresh layer cake, the first I'vs seen over here, The cook=

& buge black haired brigand in whits trousers, a thin sleeveless
undershirt and a white cap~ had exclainsed "A real honeet American
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voman! " When I came, ang PIoceedeq :
t .
chicken with one hand und sold wyy, th: Z?ﬁii:"' lylxl:tznzréggd
eride of he fapn by eigeD sbout "o sids 1" onendsll vas, but in
on th
the right spot, You try llving [} ociide it coriainly went to

b I fried egye and roast vesl da
:3 ﬁig :?%hmj‘ €or aix weekg ang yee If u regl Amerioan chicken !
| EL“—LMLM.‘ALLMDL..Mth look-good to you,
:: ggt ?lck at about 7 to fing gne canteen in full ewing with Marie
uervxe ore. Fe shut Up very moon afterwards though ?or regimental
Ye '&fz.:g.:2;1§f°'e-l d?éﬁ.ﬂtirsl of 8. Thomases spoke, Perhups

. t .

alvaya te)) the € get it, IEminent visiting clergymen

) men what a Privilege 1t 18 to be hare and how fine an
Aruy e have- yoy don't yet anything from them, they don't stay in

ything about it, They travel around
I guees, bt 2 for 1m¥reas on;A g:t 4 pretty good birdseye view

N real ever nepiratio
them a1} aut, Dr. Stires Yy day P N OuUr chaplein beats

: was 80 like the caricature of a bishop
{r. Nurden does that ‘1 ocoulq hardly take him seriously, Before he

finlshed dne impassioned appea) (1 haven't an ides for "hat) I
Could see him eyeing his notes for the next, Somehow you can't feel
that a man 14 PUtting hie whole soul inte bie words when they fiow

out eloquently all the time he's readin somet b well
St. Thomapes likes him, - g ething else, Oh we ,

Chap%uin Gilbert isn't 1ike that, He'g pot tall but straight as a

dle for all hig Welght and he stangg up and gets - ; the men all

einging und talkg éxcruclating French to the French people~ who all

get hig 8lncerity ip 8pite of nig pronunciation--&nd%t e
T T, aster ves and the only to do it

l8 with God's help, He varieg that theme in all sorts of ways,

Sometimes he's not ag 8ood, eometimes he'g magnificent, but he al-

Yays rings true and he 8lvays stands for Gog, That's the kind of

PTeaclier we need over hers, The Eminent Vieiting Clergymen may

get a lot of good, but they don't

give much, It's hardly their
lault though, tnis sort of thing 1s7a 1ittle out of their 1ine.

The Cnarlain hag been with the- regiment for 17 years and of course

knowe something about hig Job, "0n, Chappie, he's fine" I've heard
| from more than one of the boys,

Mr. Randall 1eft today, I anm really very sorr
He and I understood each other pretty well and
him, He's promised to send back for me if he gets an interesting

1 job, He's to be a Divisicnal 8ecretary now, In a month or twe

| I shall be as ylad to nove on as I ag now to stay here, The tent
vont be good for really gold weather and the Y ig planning to build
a real hut here - wooden, I told Mr, Ames that if he wanted me
to get on with Mise Neff I'd try 1%, but I gather it may be some Job

3 and I'd. be just as happy somewhare elge, Fell, anything might

\' Eappen in a month, Things happen here Pretty suddenly when they

w— hdpgen at_.all,. - No one has come:yet to-take Mr, Randsll's Place,

| but there is a Mr, Parmelee here who has taken over the financidl

3 rart of both Ys, I'm glad to turn over the money. side of it;

| it took hours and wag a good deal of responsibility, 'In hig spare

| womente Mr, P, fixes up things urbund the tent 80 We're pretty
I flourishing Just now, .

¥ _to have him go,
I liked working under

& continuul gtream of men, but never such s Jam you oouldn't ag least
8ee Who you were serving, and plenty of everything they wanted, I
say"ulmost "because the cakes did give out, I expect they always will,
but at least over 200 men got soke before they did, We've always
crackers left and tiey're not bad, "Them cookies" 1p the men's temn
for everything from chocolate eclairs to hard crackers, We gerved
. somewhere uround 3l gallons of lemonade last night and 7 or B gallons
: of hot cho&olate, When the rush 1s on I ladle drinks with one hand
' . serve out cakes with the other, and uake change spasmodically in
{ between, Just when you're busiest someone i1s sure to hand in _

a #20, bill to take a half frano out, Ity funny how the boys héng
| on to their American money, ofven tiey'll come and agk if we have any
‘ they can buy back, They say they 1ike to have it around; "real,
I honeat-to—God" 1g the expresslon for anything American from a n%ckle
| to & girl, They make 1t "honest to goodness" mometimes When I'm ?round
1 but that somehow lacks conviction, I promised to tell you, didn't
' I, ubout my trip to gt, Aignan, Its only sbout 10 miles away but
’ there's no way of getting there except by avtocobile, and of course
\

\ o
’ 13th Aug,  last night was what I consider &n almost perfect Y night;
|

} there aren't any automobiles except uruy L wucks or fY“ carmioneties.
| So I waited around all day for w conveva. :c ugd at last at about
W o'clock got a hitch on a big "Y" trunk waich nad come out with supplies,.
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farence whether you're a zan or a wozan

1 knep realizing the diffa

Yhar BLiply feed ran

6ee that it makes mﬁoh &1r-

Tence hers at Contres - thera's all and

z:;* ‘h:" one person can 1o effectively, but there is not such a

o t;ﬁ: But #hat you're whis to Jolly along a 1ittle e you tend
188, And we don'e alop, I fairly ewam in cocoa thut night,

e 11dn" aven r to 1 dlﬁ I
The t v t Yy he
b b . a ) t y j\l.t dippad out the atuf

The hut 1a o biy barn-1ike atructure with 8 huge L for the men's

room- canteen in the little end, a stage at the other- and the rest

filled in with office rooms, There was a stunt show going 4. .,

on thut night and between that and the canteen there was only'.nough
room to elbow yourself ground, They'll have to enlazge

soon, I believe plans are already under way for that,

At ten the canteen cloced and soon after I went back to the town in

the Y bun, Lleunor was hore alrendy and had brought baock mome
chocolute which ohe heated over un alcohol larmp and some orackers,
%o Wore both tired, but we sat back in big chaire and drank cooos

and talk It certuinly was good to got With someone 1'd known
at home] Eleanor felt the same way I think, Anyway we had a
gorgeous time, and I guess iV was neurly one.o'clock before we went
to bed, Next morning the landlady brought us coffae (an apology
for coffee) and we ate in our wrappers like real ladies of leisure.

Then Eleanor went to her own Y and I walked the mile and a half

down to Headquarters, The canteen there 1ia open all the time so

I telped, partly in the kitchen, partly at the counter, I liked
the morning Wwork better than the evening for it mwasn't quite 80
hectic and was more hunane, 1 got talking with one man Juet

back from the front aud hated to stop when we had to close down for
lunch, You can get just about what he said from any newgpap er
account, only §be more interesting when you're getting it straight
from & ran who's just scen it, "I never killed & man in my life,"
he suid, "end that morning I killed ssven, one of them was just

a boy" But he wants to get back to the fight, I've seen only one
zun in the whole outfit here who isn't crazy alther to get to tne
front, or to get rack to it if he's been there once, Our boys are
ragnificent, As fine and strong and clean & lot of young men

ae ycu can iragine, I gro¥ prouder every dey of being an American,
The difference in the boys from different parte of our oountry ias
anfully interesting but of course I cannot go into details about that
for I'm not supposed to tell where any ocome from, I think 7 may
say thofigh that ths men from my own home town 4o not shine :

in contrast to those from further away, They're 1ees aomegﬁing—

I don't really know what, Ite not "pep® nor energy nor spirit,
vanners perhaps~ just inetinctive ocourtesy, They're rougiier, '
tougher'and less hail-fellow-well-met than uny other group I Lavs ret,
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¥ell, to get back to Bt. Algniun, I had & talk with Mr. Ames
before lunch, as I wrote you ln my laat letter, and he decided

1 oould come back here, I'm sura that is wiecr, Its hard

not to be unduly influenced by how verj/better I like it, but &8
far as 1 oan judge I can make very muoh better here than there~
£111 an equal, df not greuter,need more effectively. My tent is
homelike now, ae far as a temt can be, and I oan handle thie job.
I doubt if I could help much with the other.

There wers only two drops of ointment on that fly's winge- 1 would
bave received my mail quicker (it all nae to be sent out from there)
and it was fun 1iving with Eleemor those two nignte, It gets pretty
lonely here sometimes. However, I 1ike my omn sooiety, and Elewnor
may get moved at almost any time,

That afternoon 1 knocked off canteen work and shopped a bit for my
tent, Bt. Aignan is bigger than Contres and I got a 10t of things
Its far more picturesque Ghers tkan we are here In the first place
we're flat and that 18 a real hill town with all etreets on &n angle
and a gorgeous old church and chateau crowning the top. e aren't
so very old here, but Bt, Algnan must go back hundreds of years,
You get glimpses of old stone stuirways down the orooked &lleys,

and of bits of masonry that must stretch back for centuries. There
are a couple of ruined towers by the chatesu that may be older than
medieval times, quite as old certainly. A fascinating place to
explore but not so convenient for 1living, with your work & nile and
a half away. Elemnor #ae doing accounts tnat afternoon so after

I1'd finiened shopping I helped her and then we clined the LAWAZB. . . wu-cmiusmmsmmess
and examined the old church together. ' ‘

Next morning I went to Headquarters for breakfast and soon afterwards
caught a car that wae to puss tnrough Contres, but in the interval

I heard one of the soldiers slng- really oing. He had the kind of
voice tnat sounded us if he meant it and it was worth hearing.

We're sentimental over here, "The Long Long Trail" is the most
popular song there is, at leust thai's what one of the men 8ays
who's had the opportunity to travel around & lot. Tnat nearly
finiehed me that morning, tut nct quite. The song that made me
hope no one was looking at me was the Irieh one, I think its called
*The Dear Little Girl" I'm not sure, 1 could fairly hear my
1ittle fat Betty's baby talk in that and see her eyee as she said
"What was it the little pig had done?® I was glad when he stopped.

When our boys sing here they come out strongest on "When Uncle Sammy
learns to parley voo" Gst it, Eleanor, and you'll know what kind
of thing we like over here. "The 1ittle Grey Home in the West"
goes too, and "Baby's Prayer at Twillght" always comes in scomenhere.
On the victrola we have "My ukelele girl" and "I picked a lemon

in the garden of Love" and a faw others like that for a steady diet
fhey sing "Over There" sozetimes - "peck up your troubles" oftener
and a few local songe & lot. ' ! -

As you may gather from the length of this letter I'm taking a day off
1 baven't had one for a cruple cf weeks and I think the principle

of the thing is good. However, if Father thinks the letter is too
long for circulation, cut it down anyway you like . I know ite
.qgt important, I feel deep sympathy for one of the soldiers-here
Who felt the lack of excitement for Lis home letters gnd tried to

"make up for it, One of the lieutenants told me he'd censored a

letter which said "I am sitting in the midst of a terrific bombard-
ment, As I write two of my comrades have been killed beside me"
Here! except for our men leaving so often for the front this 1s
tne most peaceful town you can imagine. "The Battle of Contres"

Mr. Randall- calls it when he and the cFaplain and I have a vegetable
party. Julianne, Marie's niece, thinks it too dull and wants to
get back to the front in spite of the fact that she's still coughing
terribly from having been gassed. Well if the good news of the

lest few weeks keeps up whe'll be able to go home safely soon,but

1 don't want to lose Marie. You can't pay for interest like Martie's

She feels the responeibility of our "Allied Canteen" just as truly
as I do.

I'm longing for letters, Its ten days since I've heard from Father
though I've had letters from both Anne and Betsy in the intervel.
I'm a perfect gourmand for letters — If I got one every ‘day I'd -
grumble because they didn't arrive twice a day I think, mree
You've no idea how letters count over here. Just now I'm hoping
for word that you've received my first letters, you hadn't in the
last I'‘got. I know of course by now, the 13th of August, vou
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wust have received lots of them, but 11 awfully sorry about that
long wait at firet and I'm hoping for word that its over,

The thirteanthof Auguot % day sometimes
that I oame guat] It seoms 1ike yesterday ,

2\ and somatines 14ke saveral )ives ago, If I were
at hohe now I leaping for Busannsh and the appld tree and my
star rock, ehever We get a breath of coolness I long for "Toad
Hall® and Nre, Ripley, Next cummer, as Dave said, ve'll have &
reunion, Ob, 1 do want to be eo BANY people next sumrer|
1 don't see how 1 shall want to take a minute amay from being with

Pather and yot 1 positively uche for anotner camping trip in the
Vaine woode and for lote of

‘ Places- and pecple, Well, its a long

i long trail but its not ap endless one, and its very good along the
Wy, i

l

|

b

Dearost love to Father- just a 1ittle less but etill heaped down
und running ever to everyons else, )

E Mildred
I3
i

P.8, Ny hand is all Tight again now, The ekin all peeled off
the buck 8o my two hande don't satch, but ite absolutely 0.K. now,

0.K,
I - Obapluin Gilbert
—“\-V\—-\u:-‘ L . v
Your dBUBNTEr t¥lle me. this-detter is about me,
80 I'm tempted to read it, but oft"s

1'd be terribly afraid to know what nhe rea) 1y~ tHtfrgssces,
of the Chaplain, .
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