lip. 1s. Contras, 4 Auguset.
Deareet Father:

Tour lettar of yvesterday, dated 14 Jul & you

Eur::;t reoaived =y firat :m;?".” I do to {ﬁ;ﬁ,wi had
o % 80 loog. @ailed =y firat lottar

21 June, and t s necend 'nnﬂ‘hﬂ.s only a few daye 6T
mailed them just with erdinary French ste=ps, so perhaps that
acgpunte for the delay. I didn't know abent the rican P.0O.
service until after that. I am go sorry for your long wait!
Hine seezed bad emough ut this endj; but it wap only sbout thres
weeke after [ lunded - not that, I guess = and now lsttars are
coming through pretty regularly.

I sha'n't get my day off this weck, bacauss wa Save
Oramasd vith s h:;.?.n;u e e Y e i
e & Up. A n oTran to—d
though, so you'll get this &e usual. o d

It's been & pretiy full week. Thls running & it on
your own ia lote of fun; but without sufficient help it's a lit—
tle like trying to make bricks without straw. GSo I'va deliverad
the bricks, but I've put in an 5.C.8. for help and Mr. Fandall
is trying to get =0 a detail. Harie snd 1 heve done practioally
the whole thing thio week, frow cleaning to selling. TYou oas
Ur. Fleuming usesd to take & ,art of the gollin. st lemst, and
we bad & oun for toe Deayy work of oleaning, .
but & few days ufter Ir. F. left the man got slok." sanaged
this week, but had a couple of ssldisre for pelling. One atil
etands by, but the most usaful left Jor tha frent in the middle
of the week. Miss Wooster came -to help, but wes utterly ineffi-
clent mnd lefi after u couple of days. (Sie didn't lesve hecauss
ebe wns insfficient exactly - she just lacked griy mutter to an
:’L:::mg}a:tant. Her Futerloo wao somathing quite cutalde ef oy

Tl

I've hod to give uy cooking until T get & man As A
steady workar. There is hope for him every day, but he hasn't
turned up yet. I hate to do it, too, for the boys like our
thinge. Was sell cakss, chocolete and drinke almest excluaively.
The town ¥ ie etrong in tobacce, soap, etz. Little Buseons hes
helped maks up 4 lot of chrcelate crncker-—pendaickes, 8o we
haven't yeot had to turn mny one swmay; but I'm hoping for help
aoon. One soldier said the other day, "Say, I've written to @y
mother all about your cakem and the thinge you make up here. I
told her 1t wasn't no steyping into the kitchen and turning on
the gas range neitheri®

Such 1little things please the=! A4 eouple of men ar—
rivaed at about 11 e'clock the other morning from & camp & fow
miles amay. The tent looked like diotress: we ware puttering
around cleaning up, and a puifter was jainting the benches; and
we were all mussed up generslly. The boys wmoted eome hot choo-—
olute snd creckers, and I _uve thaa the wiotrola. Thoy were aw=
fully plessed. I beard one of them say (I wus nt the other end
of the tent, oo he didn't soy it to be overheard) "Seems more
1ike home than anything I've oesn aince” — and it's just & big,
rather dirty (ever aince we blew Jdown) soostimes Eloony, slwaye
=ugey tent. BReally, to find & thing like thet homelike ig pa-
thatio.

I's & good deal encoursged wbout our future proespects,
though. I've had the counter shelves painted & bright red. With
the white eilcleth top and counter, that is quite gny. All the
tubles and benches A&Te green — so that the constantly opilled
ink won't show. Beat n?u!.‘.l., two men arrived day before yeoter—
dhy to fir up s 1ittle dynamo and fit us up with eleotric lighte.
That will be perfectly grand, for you simply 't Light & big
tent with candles. I wish you could have seen it t night =
candles on the counter and on the few tables which ware m.'i
snough for the boys to sTite on, candles on the plano — an

roat 8 of blucknses in betwesn. We had quite & lot of men
t night, and they crowded arcund the plano and sang a8 if we
bed all the 1ight in the world. Seme others ran a Tival conoert
with the wictrslm on the other side of the room, and out in the
grove the band crashed away — we could only hear it above our
own "music® at intervals. PBut I loved it. Whenaver the men
otart sloging I adors 1t, bad as it often 1s. It sounds 8o gAY .

Llagt Thursdey the ¥ accountant cume to eallect our cash.
Ha couca everr .mek, but thila #a3 the firet tice I'd bhad the re-—




