Wed. 9 Oct,

How I'11 finish this whils I walt for my room to got wam
enough to dresa. I've just etarted a fire- French faggots with
a candle end underneath to satart it, and now I'm all Pundled up
in blanketa in bed, -

We had a gorgeous time laet night, At least I did, for I
staged my second absolutely responsible ahow and it was a real
success, The laat one ] tried fizzled out at the last mo=ent
becsuges that very afternoon most of the perforcérs had to leave,
Luckily un unexpected professional t:lnﬁpamd at the last mowent
and saved the day ao I think I was the y one disappointed.
However I believe now [ know how to put & ahow tbrough without any
regular performers, and have it fine, The anawer is: etuntas,

) I had announced this show on Sunday and asked for volunteers
but the men aro ahy lndi:nsft very little responas. Bo on Monday
1 went to B.H.Q. and f our Divieional Entertainment Secretary
I put it up to nim and "How can you give « show-if no one
wante to perform and you haven't anyone to lead singing?™  Some
questionf He was equal to it thougb and gave me a long liet of
stuntes — coeck fighting (not real cocks, men) Indian wrestling,etc.
ate, Bo last night I was all ready for them, The tent filled
a little bteyond capacity, &8 ususl, and I suet admit I Wwas nervous.
At B8 I closed the canteen and got sose men to rip up a section of th
the Tloor for a etage. We laid it acroes scme tablea and it made
a good one though rather high. That was O,K, but the men gat
arcund and spparently wondered whera the performance was coming in.
Then I got up on the stuge and teld them it was just a homemada
party — more intimate than & real show— and I expected ther all to
take part. I called firet for elx volunteers for a relay cracker—
eating race. After a lot of laughing and soms jeering at eioh
other I got eix of them on the platform, 1 ve them twoe hard

“dry orackers aplece, The leader on ecach ai eturtod and tha _
second men Lad to wait until the firet could whietle before ke could

begin, I offered n prize of cigarettes to the winning team, It
really was screamingly funny — the tent fairly rocked @itk Tho
laughter and shouts and then~ as hope of hearing the whiatle gmoew-

it became.almoat breathleas, R



